


assets under management — with those who had all the advantages (rich parents) that | did not. May
meritocracy be part of a new form of government, which needs to be established.

On the issue of the U.S. Government, | would like to make a modest proposal. First, | point out the
obvious flaws, whereby legislation was repeatedly brought forth to Congress over the past eight
years, which would have reigned in the predatory lending practices of now mostly defunct institutions.
These institutions regularly filled the coffers of both parties in return for voting down all of this
legislation designed to protect the common citizen. This is an outrage, yet no one seems to know or
care about it. Since Thomas Jefferson and Adam Smith passed, | would argue that there has been a
dearth of worthy philosophers in this country, at least ones focused on improving government.
Capitalism worked for two hundred years, but times change, and systems become corrupt. George
Soros, a man of staggering wealth, has stated that he would like to be remembered as a philosopher.
My suggestion is that this great man start and sponsor a forum for great minds to come together to
create a new system of government that truly represents the common man'’s interest, while at the
same time creating rewards great enough to attract the best and brightest minds to serve in
government roles without having to rely on corruption to further their interests or lifestyles. This
forum could be similar to the one used to create the operating system, Linux, which competes with
Microsoft's near monopoly. | believe there is an answer, but for now the system is clearly broken.

Lastly, while | still have an audience, | would like to bring attention to an alternative food and energy
source. You won't see it included in BP’s, “Feel good. We are working on sustainable solutions,”
television commercials, nor is it mentioned in ADM'’s similar commercials. But hemp has been used
for at least 5,000 years for cloth and food, as well as just about everything that is produced from
petroleum products. Hemp is not marijuana and vice versa. Hemp is the male plant and it grows
like a weed, hence the slang term. The original American flag was made of hemp fiber and our
Constitution was printed on paper made of hemp. It was used as recently as World War Il by the
U.S. Government, and then promptly made illegal after the war was won. At a time when rhetoric is
flying about becoming more self-sufficient in terms of energy, why is it illegal to grow this plant in this
country? Ah, the female. The evil female plant — marijuana. It gets you high, it makes you laugh, it
does not produce a hangover. Unlike alcohol, it does not result in bar fights or wife beating. So,
why is this innocuous plant illegal? Is it a gateway drug? No, that would be alcohol, which is so
heavily advertised in this country. My only conclusion as to why it is illegal, is that Corporate
America, which owns Congress, would rather sell you Paxil, Zoloft, Xanax and other addictive drugs,
than allow you to grow a plant in your home without some of the profits going into their coffers. This
policy is ludicrous. It has surely contributed to our dependency on foreign energy sources. Our
policies have other countries literally laughing at our stupidity, most notably Canada, as well as
several European nations (both Eastern and Western). You would not know this by paying attention
to U.S. media sources though, as they tend not to elaborate on who is laughing at the United States
this week. Please people, let's stop the rhetoric and start thinking about how we can truly become
self-sufficient.

With that | say good-bye and good luck.

All the best,

Andrew Lahde



